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Skill Enhancement Courses for Semester V

Mux Murks: 100
Course 6 D: ELECTORAL POLITICS AND VOTING BEHAVIOUR
(Skill Enhancement Course (Elective), 4 credits)
1. Learning Ouicomes:
Students at the successful completion of the course will be able to;
1. Acquaint student with the structure and manner of functioning of Election Commission of
Indiu.
2. Understand the political issues in Electoral Politcs.
3. Provide an overview on voler tumout, voting behaviour in India.
4, Awure of the role of new media and technology in election campaign,
5. Develop an understanding of the required skills for data collection, research in election
management,

1L Syllabus: (Hours: Teaching: 60, Training: 10, Others incl, unit tests: (15)

Umit: 1

Electornl Democracy-Electoral  Politics in India in  Post-Independence, Nore,
Characteristics-Electoral Process: Nature and Significance.

Unit: 2

Election Commission of India: Composition, Powers and Functions-Merits and Demerits of
Electornl system in Indig-Political Participation-General Elections in India since 1952-
Elections to Local Bodies-State Election Commission.

Unit: 3

Issues in  Elecwral Polines: Corruption, Money  power, rigging, booth  capuuring,
undemocratic party system. politics of Political Defections and Reservations-Need of
Reforms in present Electoral System-Repons of Torkunde, Goswuamy, Indrujeet Gupla
Committees.

Unit: 4

Public Opimon: Meaning and its role in Democratic Politics-Voting Behaviour: Meamng,
Nature and determunants of voting behaviour: Caste, Religion, Language, Region etc,

Unit: 5 Management of Elections: Moral Code of Conduet. Filing Election Nominations and
Affidavits -Use of new technigues und methods in election campaigns: Membership drive,
Responsibility Management, Booth Management, New ways of generating funds, . Opinion
Polls, Predictions, use of prnt, electronic and social media in elections,

I11. References:

Parties in Indin Jouwrnal of the Indisn Low Tnstitute, Allahabad, 1999,

15. Sridharan, E, Toward State Funding of Elections in India : A Comparative Perspective on
Pussible Options, The Journal of Policy Reforms, 3:3, pp.229-254.

16. Rosenblum, N, Political Parties as Membership Groups, Columbia Law Review, 100K3),
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17. Web resources suggested by the Teacher concerned and the College Librurian including
reading material.

1V, Co-Curricular Activities (Training of students by the weacher: Total 10 hours):

A). Mandatory:

1. FOR TEACHER:

Training of smdenis by teacher in the classroom for a toal of not less thanl0 hours on
collection of dotn relating 1o General Elections 1o Lok Sabha/Assembly or elections o Local
bodies for a particular period, analysis of dowm by wsing statistical wools, preparation of
questionnaire on voting behavior, identifying techniques for interpretation of election data
and imparting skills involved in political campaigning by using new media,

2. FOR STUDENT:
Students have to visit to nearby residential colony or street or a village. collect data regarding
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